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Washington — Chief Counsel Rich- 
ard A. Sprague told the House Assas- 
sinations Committee today he has un- 
corroborated evidence “indicating 
that others may have had knowledge ^ 
of or participated in the assassina- " 
tion” of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr; 

Sprague also told the committee in 
a brief opening statement that his 
staff has evidence on the murder of. 
President John F. Kennedy indicating 
“there was prior knowledge on the 
part of some individuals of that assas- 
sination before it occurred/* 

A new chairman^ meanwhile^ ’took 
over as the House Select Committee 
on‘ Assassinations began to settle; 
down to business for the first time, in 
several weeks. / ' ,v ^ 

He is Rep, Louis Stokes (D-Ohio^/ 
The appointment of Stokes by 
Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill (D-Mass) 
came after the House voted 296 to 100 
to accept the resignation of the former 
chairman, Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez 
(D-Tex). 

Gonzalez quit after a drawn-out 
battle with committee chief counsel 
Richard A. Sprague in which Gonzalez 
attempted to fire Sprague for alleg- 
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edly taking on undue powers. Gon# 
lez was reversed by the other 11 con 
mittee members. 

Sprague’s position as head of th 
committee’s 70-member staff aj 
peared more secure today. He said h 
was “delighted** with Stokes* appoin 
ment. Stokes declined to endors 
Sprague openly, but within hours c 
his appointment, Stokes and Spragu 


were closeted in Stokes’ office. 

Sprague and Gonzalez had not spc 
ken to each other for several week 
and Gonzalez, in his effort to get rid e 
Sprague, had stymied the committe 
staff by cutting off phones, refusing t. 
sign pay vouchers and preventing 
access to FBI documents. 

Stokes is faced with the task of con 
vincing the full House that the com 
mittee’s investigations of the ^killing 
of President John P. Kennedy and Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr. should go lox 
ward. He and the committee als< 
must hammar out an operating budg 
et acceptable to the House. 

The committee is operating on * 
temporary budget of $84,000 a month 
Its funds will run out altogether or. 
March 31. . 

The House voted overwhelmingly 
last September to set up the com* 
mittee, but support eroded when 
Sprague requested a $6.5 million budg- 
et for the first year of the im 
vestigations. Later, the Gonzalez 
Sprague struggle became .a public 
spectacle. 

With Stokes running the committee 
and Gonzalez’s resignation made offi- 
cial by House vote, the prospects Jtqr 
[ continued funding have improved. 


